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ZX PRO/FILE 


` INTRODUCTION 


ZX PRO/FILE is a multi-function data filing program suitable 
for most data storage-retrieval applications. Unique features 
include the variable file length, machine code search routines 
for virtually instant searches, multi-word search capabilities, 
and software defined printer format. Provisions are also in- 
cluded for numeric keying and ordering of printed output. 

Due to the variable file length, insertions, deletions, and 
editing are greatly simplified. Multiple files may be stored 
on a single cassette and be easily separated with the user 
friendly search modes. ZX PRO/FILE has over 10,000 bytes 
available for data storage. 


SECTION I. LOADING 1 

12 -€4. 
1-1 GENERAL. To load, place the cassette in the tape player 
and connect the computer as described in your computer manual. 
Type LOAD "", press PLAY on the tape player, and press ENTER 
on the computer. The program runs automatically when loaded. 


1-2 LOADING DIFFICULTIES. If the program will not load the 
first time try the following: j 


a. Adjust the volume level slightly. The most common load- 
ing problem is due to incorrect volume setting. 

b. If the program still will not load try the other side 
of the cassette. ZX PRO/FILE is recorded on both sides. 

Co If the cassette is determined to be defective and will 
not load on either side return it to ROBOTEC, INC. within 15 
days for an immediate replacement. 


After the START NO. and END NO. have been entered (or the nu- 
meric ordering option forgone) the auto-search begins. If 
the printer output was selected the matched file entries will 
be sent continuously to the printer which will print them ac- 
cording to the print format defined in the DEFP mode (para- 
graph 2-3). If the printer output was not selected the matched 
file entries are displayed on the screen, one at a time. As 
each one is displayed the search menu appears (paragraph 3-3) 
and can be selected from at any time. When the auto-search 
is complete select N from the search menu to regain the main 
menu. 


3-5 EDITING. Pressing an E at the search menu allows editing 
of the currently displayed file entry. The flashing cursor 
will appear at the second line of the file entry and editing 
can be accomplished the same as it was in ADD TO FILES, para- 
graph 2-2. Use the arrow keys, 6 & 7, to move the cursor to 
the line to be edited. Then press ENTER. Next input the cor- 
rected line to replace the line opposite the cursor. (Simply 
press ENTER again to delete the line.) The inputted line will 
replace the cursor line in the file entry. The flashing cur- 
sor will then reappear. Input C at the flashing cursor to 
close the file and regain the main menu. To delete an entire 
file entry position the cursor at the top (file name) line of 
the file entry and press ENTER twice. 


SECTION IV. USERS NOTES 


4-1 PRINTER COMPATIBILITY. As it is sold, ZX PRO/FILE is 
compatible with any printer connected via a MEMOTECH printer 
interface. To accomodate other printers which connect directly 
to the computer such as the TIMEX printer enter the following 
commands in the immediate mode. (Stop the program with the 
SPACE/BREAK key): POKE 16677, Ø 

j POKE 16681, 118 
4-2 RESTARTING THE PROGRAM. If the program stops for any 
reason it may be restarted by entering GOTO 18 after entering 
FAST mode. 


d. BEGIN A NEW FILE SEARCH. Entering an N at the search 
menu will return the main menu. A new file search, or any 
other main menu function can then be accessed. 


3-4 AUTO SEARCH. After entering AUTO at the main menu to 
gain access to the auto search mode you will see the query 
PRINTER OUTPUT? Enter Y for yes or press ENTER for no. Next 
you are prompted for the INPUT COMMAND. This refers to the 
search word(s) for the auto search. Enter the search word(s) 
as in the search mode described in paragraph 3-2. Separate 
multi-search words with a "/". The next query is START NO? 
OR ENTER. This refers to the numeric ordering function avail- 
able with ZX PRO/FILE. Press ENTER to forgo this option. If, 
however, your file entries contain numeric "keys" the output 
to the printer can be put into numeric order according to the 
keys. The program will look for a number as the last group 
of characters in each file entry. These key numbers must be 
in this position or they will not be found. Enter a start 


number at the prompt. This will be the first file entry printed. 


Next you will be prompted for the END NO? The number you en- 
ter here will be the last file entry printed. The program will 
then start with the START NO. and look for a file entry with 
that number as the last group of characters. When it is found 
it will send that file entry to the printer. After searching 
all file entries it will add one to the START NO. and again 
look for a match. This will continue until the END NO.has 
been reached. Unfortunately, using zip codes as the key num- 
bers (they are usually the last numbers in an address file) 

is not practical because the program would have to search nearly 
100,000 numbers (00001 to 99999) and the time taken would be 
prohibitive. One solution is to use the first 2 numbers of 
the zip code (00 to 99) which would involve only 100 searches 
and would still result in a useful ordering scheme. Simply 
add the key numbers in a separate line of the file entry and 
define the print format so that the last line is not printed. 
Whatever you use for key numbers just remember that they must 
be the last characters in each file entry for the numeric or- 


dering function to operate correctly. 


SECTION II. MAIN MENU 


2-1 GENERAL. After loading the main menu appears on the 
screen. Each of the four modes available from the main menu 
can be accessed by entering the key code for the desired mode. 
If the program does not recognize the entered string as one 

of four key codes ("A" for ADD, "AUTO" for AUTO SEARCH, and 
"SAVE" for SAVE", and "DEFP" for DEFINE PRINT FORMAT) it as- 
sumes the entered string is a search word and immediately 
begins searching for any files containing the entered string. 
The main menu also displays the number of bytes available for 
data and the current printout format. There are two different 
search modes available at the main menu. By simply entering 

a search word(s) the file entries containing the search word(s) 
will be brought to the screen. The other search mode, AUTO 
SEARCH is available by entering AUTO at the main menu. This 
mode allows all file entries which contain the defined search 
word(s) to be sent to the printer for a continuous printout. 


2-2 ADD TO FILES. By entering A at the main menu it is pos- 
sible to start or add to an existing file. After entering an 
A you are prompted for the file name. Type in the file name 
and press ENTER. The name will move up the screen where it 

is preceeded by an "*". All file names will be stored this 
way to allow easy separation in memory and easy printout of 
all files. If "*" is entered as a search word, all files 

will be retrieved. A flashing cursor will appear one line 
below the file name. Use the arrow keys (6 & 7) to reposition 
the cursor, if necessary, for the next line of the file entry. 
When the cursor is in position press ENTER and the cursor will 
stop flashing and become an inverse character. Type in the 
next line of the entry and press ENTER. It will then move up 
the screen to the cursor line, and the flashing cursor will 
move down one line. Continue in this manner until all lines 
of the entry have been entered. Then press C at the flashing 
cursor to close the file. The entry will be stored and the 
main menu will return. While writing into a file, any line 
may be changed, corrected, or deleted by positioning the flash- 
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ing cursor at the line to be modified. Press ENTER to obtain 
the inverse cursor then either press ENTER again to delete 
the line or enter the modified line as before. 


2-3 DEFINE PRINT FORMAT. Before any files are sent to the 
printer, the printout format must be defined. Enter DEFP at 
the main menu to change the printout format. The program will 
respond with the query 1ST COPY LINE? Enter the line number 

of the first line of each entry you wish to be printed. The 
file name counts as line 1 so if you had a mailing list file 
with the first line "*MAIL" you would probably want to start 
the printout with line 2, where each individual name is listed. 
Next you are queried NO. OF COPY LINES? Enter the number of 
lines of each entry you wish to be copied. Finally the program 
asks for the FORM SPACING? Enter the number of blank lines 

you desire between each printed file entry. When the form 
spacing is entered the main menu returns with the new print 
status numbers displayed in the lower left corner of the screen. 


2-4 SAVE ON TAPE. To save the files on cassette, connect 
the tape recorder to the computer and start the recorder in 
record mode. Type SAVE on the computer and press ENTER. The 
files in memory and the ZX PRO/FILE program will be saved in 
the usual manner on the cassette tape. 


SECTION III. SEARCHING, EDITING, AND PRINTOUT 


3-1 GENERAL. Editing and printout are both accomplished from 
the search modes. Due to the variety of options available 
from the two search modes, a separate section is. devoted to them. 


3-2 SEARCH. The simplest way to undertake a search is to 
enter search word(s) while at the main menu. If a multi-word 
search is desired type in the two words separated by a w/a 
For example, entering "OHIO" would return all entries con- 
taining the string OHIO. Entering "SMITH/OHIO" would only 
return those entries which contained both search words. It 
is not necessary to enter complete words. Entering "PQ" would 
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return all entries which contained "PQ" anywhere in them, not 
necessarily as the first two letters in a word. The word 
searches treat the file name as any other word so if you had 

2 files on one cassette, one named MAIL and the other named 
RECIPE, it would be simple to separate the two with a multi- 
word search. Make the first search word either MAIL or RECIPE 
and the second search word whatever you are looking for. 

Then only those entries from either MAIL or RECIPE containing 
the second searchword will be returned. For example, entering 
RECIPE/CHOCOLATE would return all of the chocolate recipes in 
your recipe file. 


After entering the search word(s) the desired file is found 
and the first selected entry is displayed. The search word(s) 
are at the top of the screen with the advisory FILE SEARCH 
below them. The first file entry meeting the search require- 
ments is shown in the middle of the screen. Below the file 
entry is the search menu. If no match is found or the last 
match has been displayed the advisory SEARCH IS COMPLETE ap- 
pears. To continue searching after the first file entry is 
displayed press ENTER. The next file entry containing the 
search word(s) will appear. You may cycle through all of the 
file entries containing the search word(s) this way until the 
SEARCH IS COMPLETE advisory appears. At any time during the 
search mode you may change modes by consulting the search menu. 


3-3 SEARCH MENU. As stated above, pressing ENTER while at 
the search menu will continue the present search. The fol- 
lowing functions are also available from the search menu: 

a. COPY. Pressing C and ENTER at the search menu will cause 
the currently displayed file entry to be copied to the printer. 
This is a one-at-a-time manual operation, not to be confused 
with the continuous printout available from the auto-search 


mode. 

b. RETURN TO PROVIOUS FILES. Entering an R at the search 
menu will restart the present search from the beginning. 

c. EDIT THIS FILE. Entering an E at the search menu will 
activate the edit mode which is explained in paragraph 3-5. 
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